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CLINTON, Okla. -,\. building and burial plot that sill hold the
remains ofNative Americans reclaimed fron museums and olher
institutions was dedicat€d April I on lhe grounds oflhe Cheyenne
Cultural Cent€r. The dedication vas part ofthe Memonite Central
Committee supportedRetum to the Earth initiative.

Center €xecutive director Lawrence Hart, a Southem Cheyenrc
peace chiefand paslor of Koinonia Nlennon ite Church, sa;d fie plot
is the first ofils kind 1o be dedicat€d in the United Stal€s 1o r€ceire
"culturally unidentifiable" Indian remains. In addnionlo MCC,
more than 70 failh-brsed organizations are pan ofthe Relum Io the
Earth efforl.

According ro Ilart, nore than 100,000 Native Amencan remarns,
mosl oflhem take! for scienlific study or looled frod l91b_century
battle sites, a$ait identification and burial in co.secraled Srornd.

Under the federalNative American Graves Pfotection and
Repatriarion Act of1990, oTNAGPId{, museums and olber
repositories must disclose tbe remains in their collections and
cooperaie wirh effods to r€lurn them 10 tribal land.

"Respect for human beinSs is ofctilical importance," said Sherry Hut1, who oversces NAGPRA imprementat'or
for the U.S. Depanm€nt ofthe Intcrior.

Though sone slillclaim the renrains are needed for the scienliiic dala ihcy can vield, Hut d'sagrees

"whereare$efrLr i lsof t lesc icncethathasoccunedoverthepast200vearsonpubl ic lands?' I lu l tsa iddur ing
a panel discLrssjon April I as pad of the "Joumey from Darlington' conference orsanized bv the Menn'nite
Chu.ch LrSA l{islorical Commiltce. "The time has come lo Publish vou. dala and nov€ foftard

"Let the peopl€ go home.llrafs what NACPRA. is allaboul giv;ng place to those who have no place 1o go
. The laq calls rhen 'culturally unidendfiable,' bul the ancesto.s kno* who thev are "

Erica Litllcwoli a Nonhem Cheyenne from Monlana and Return to the Eanh staffnember, sxid the proj€ct rs
p.rt ofHan's longtime vision for the repalrialion oflndian remains-

Though the effon means re-cxanining paintul eleots, "we uanl to ackno$ledge thal hislory has laken place
and go ahead and achie\e r€slorativejuslic€," Lifilewolfsaid

In addition to recentll publlshin-q a srud)-, guide on NAGPRA and repatriation for chuches and orher fanh
groups. Return to the Eadh also seeks to raise $200,000 to fund the visitoB center and oftef work' The prolect
also has a Web site a1u$$..fnusi orelreturmotheernhrindex.hhi

In fulure phases, the prolecl will produce d educaiionalvideo. along with conlinuinglo find ard secure burial
grounds in other pa*i oirhe counlry. special mustin clorhs and cedar boxes also afe needed ro hold rhe remains

Though it will take years 1o repatriate most ol1he remains, "I do this work 10 honormy ancesto6," Littlewolf
said. "$'e do what we can do now. and then ue pass ]t on."

Rachel Pannabecker, director of Kauffman \'Iuse!m in Nodh Neston, Kan, said museums must nol onlv list the
Native remains and other hislorical anifacts in their collections. but help establish "credible provenance" about
thei rh is toryand whetherNACPRA appl iesto lhem

"Return ro the Eanh is a lisionary approach to repatriating," Pannabecker said lt go€s bevond compliatrce wirh
the la$ to offer corsolation."

dedicated

Southern cheyenne and Arapaho chiefs
bless the foundation fora Retu.n tothe

Earth visito6 c€nter and burial site at
the Cheyenne Cultural Center in

Clinton, Okla. Froh leftare Edwin
Pewo. Sam Hart and Tulane Wilson.

Behind them are H.rveY Prattand
Donald Eaglenest - Robett
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During the dedicalion, five Cheyenne and Arapaho chiefs blessed the foundation pad ola new building atfie
Cieyenne CulturalCenler. adilrcenlto where a circular buial ground willbe established in a nearby ficld.
Around the plot, grasses natile to the area willb€ planted and a herd ofbuffalo grazed, Had said

Work will stan on the ne* buildins xhen a goup ofAmhh carpenlers frames the salls and roof,
bam'raising-style. Hart also hopes lo anract ofter church and faid groups, including Jews md Musiims, to take
lart in lhe effon.

As an official NAGPRA si1e, the burial plot eill fall under federaljurisdictjon and legaloversight, Han said.
'Ihis sill help ensure the site is preserved, along wilh the legacy oflhe pcople buded there

"It is really idealthat our aDcesiors have federal p.otection," Han said during lhe dedication "we don't wanl
ihem dug up again. . . . lThey arel not out ofsisht, our ofmind "

Had aho acknowledged that reclaiming Nalive remains willtake rnany years lo achiev€

"I1's a long process,' Hart said. "Likel], it will be continuins when people like mls€lf are no longer a'ound "
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